Built on a privileged site,
on the left bank of Peneios river,

ancient Elis was the capital of Eleans’

state and the organizing city of the

Olympic Games in antiquity. Archeological
investigation indicates human presence as
early as the Prehistoric period ( from ca.
120000 BC onwards), and a considerable
growth during the Bronze Age (2800-1100
BC). According to a tradition mentioned by
Pausanias, Oxylos from Aetolia became

the founder, first king and colonizer

of Elis, and also the establisher

of the Olympic Games.
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EAAHNIKA

‘Ortav 1o 1gpd g Olupmiag Kai oI Ay@veg amoktouv
naveAArjvio xapaktripa (776 m.X.), n "HAig yivetal mpwtelouoa
twv HAgiwv. Amé tig apxég tou 5ou €wg tov 4o ar. m.X.

10 nAeiakd kpdtog akpddel, emekteivetal kal mepIAapPavel

v Koidn "HAiSa, v Akpdpeia, thv Mioduda kar v
Tpipuhia. Katd to Seltepo ouvoikiopsd (471 m.X.) eival
eEaipetikd opyavwpévo. H eikéva Sev aldlel Beapatikd

ota eMnvIoTIKG Xpovia (306-206 al. .X.), eV ol PWTo!
autokpatopikoi xpoévol (log-206 ai. p.X.) xapakpifovtal
amné avdkapyn. Mapd ™ onuavtikr cuppikvwor] TG Adyw

¢ katdpynong twv OAupmakav Ayovey (393 p.X.) kal twv
BapBapikav emSpopwyv (406-50¢ ar. p.X.) n méAn empiwvel,
Kkar pia mahaioxpiotiaviki Bacihikr ktidetal mdvw ota gpeima
g Kepkupaikrig Ztodg. TéAog, epnudvetal kal eykataleimetal
e€artiag 1oxupou oeiopou (téhn 6ou ar. p.X.).

To 190 aiwva Eupwrnaior mepinyntég evromifouv tnv ' HAida.

Me 08nyé tov Maucavia, ol TPWTEG avackapég tou
Auotpiakol Apxaioloyikou Ivatitottou (1910-1914)
arokaAuttouv dnudaia oikoSoprpata g Ayopds,

tautifouv ) B€on TG akpSToAng Kai evtomifouv Tig
abAntikég eykataotdoels. Mepartépw cuotnpatikr épeuva
mpaypatomolgital otnv Ayopd, VK CWOTIKEG avaoKAPES
amoKAAUTITOUV peYAAO THRpA TNG TOANG Kal TWV VEKPOTAPEIWV
(1960-1982). Ané to 2002 n ouotnuatikr épguva

Kkal avadeign twv apxaiotitwy g HAiSog cuvexiletal.

Opatd yia tov emoKEmn orjepa gival Ta pwpaikd

KatdAoira, mou KaAUTITouV TIPOYevETTEPA KTiopata,
EMNVICTIKGY Kal KAAGOIK®V XPOVRV.

TA MNHMEIA
I. Apxaia akpémoAn. Makidrupyog rj Kahookor rj Ayidvvng.
2. Apxaioloyiké Mouceio.

3. KAiBavog. KahoSiatnpnuévn kukhikr] katackeur yia tv
OITTNON KEPAPIKWV avTIKEIUEVWY. ATTOTEAET XAPAKTNPIOTIKG
Seiypa Twv EPYAcTNPIaK®Y EYKATACTACEWY KAl TWV AOXONIOV
twv katoikwv g HASog (306-40g ar. p.X.).

4. Makaid Apxaioloyikr} Zuloyr.

5. ©€atpo. BA. tng Ayopdg. Mpwtdtumnn kataokeurj tou 300
m.X. TIEPITIOU YIa TAPACTACEIG Kal SNUGCIEG GUYKEVIPWOEIG,
pe NiBivn oknvr}, KUKAIKI] 0pXIoTPa Kal XWPATIVO KOIAO Xwpig
Sialwpata. YEOTn PETAOKEUEG OTOUG PWHAIKOUG XPGVOUG.
6. Ayopd. lMepihapBdver Aeipava g dimhiig Keprupaikrig
2t0d¢ Kal TG 2todg Twv ENavodikav, mou avagépel

o Maucaviag. Emiong, cuykpdtnua oikoSounudtwy Kuping
AatpeutikoU xapaktrpa. [Spupévn oe opifovta MPoioTopIK®V
Xpovwv xpnaoigoroliBnke diadoxika and tov 5o ai. m.X.

£WwG Ta pwpaikd xpdvia. ZTnv UoTEPN PAch KAToiknong
avijkouv ol TéooepIg Kepapikoi kAiBavol.

7.1epd. Katd tov MNauoavia eixav 18pubei NA. tng Ayopds.
8. Ktrjpio Mouowv. Meydhn €mauAig NA. tng Ayopdg.

Ané autrv mpoépxetal Pn@idwtd ddmedo pe ameikdvion
Twv evvéa Mouowv kai tou AwdekdbAou tou Hparhéoug.

9. Kupiwg moAn. NA. tg Ayopdg. Xto Siatnpnpévo

Tprjua Tou Immoddpeiou moAeoSopikoU 16ToU, pe Asipava
KATACTNUATWY, EPYACTNPIWY KAl AOUTPIK@Y EYKATACTACEWY,
Seomolouv epeita, oy, EVOEXOUEVKG, aVijkouv oTo vad
wwv Pwpainv autokpatdpwy (log ar. p.X.).

10. Oktdywvo. EmBAntiké oikoddunpa pe Pn@idwtd

8dmeda, opBopappap@oElg Kal EMUEANG KATACKEUAOPEVOUG
Aoutripeg (306 ar. p.X.).

Ané to Mdptio tou 2004, £toug Sie§aywyrig twv OAupmakov
Ayavev otn xwpa pag, Aertoupyei to veddpunto Apxaiohoyiké
Mouoeio tng'HAS0G (2) pe avumpoowITeuTika euprjuata g
TOANG, TWV vekpoTaPeiny, aAld Kal TG eupUTePNG TTEPIOXIS.
Dwtoypa@ikd Kal apxeiakd UAIKS TG 10Topiag Twv avaokap®y
extiBetar otnv MNakaid Apxaioloyikr) Zuhoyr (4).
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When the sanctuary of Olympia and the Games acquired
Panhellenic character (776 BC), Elis became the capital of the
Eleans’ city-state. From the early 5th to the 4th c. BC, the Elean
state prospered, expanding to include Hollow Elis, Akroreia,
Pisatis (Pisa) and Triphylia. During the second synoecism (471
BC) it was very well organized. In the Hellenistic period (3rd-2nd
c. BC) the situation remained generally unchanged, while the
early Imperial Age (Ist-2nd c. AD) was a period of peace and
growth. The abolition of the Olympic Games (AD 393) and the
barbarian invasions (4th-5th c. AD) caused the decline of Elis.
However, the city continued to exist, and an Early Christian
basilica was built over the ruins of the Corcyran stoa.

Finally, the site was devastated and abandoned after a strong
earthquake (late 6th c. AD).

In the [9th century, European travelers located the ancient
city’s ruins. The first excavations (1910-1914) by the Austrian
Archaeological Institute revealed part of the Agora, located
the acropolis, and traced the area of athletic facilities. Further
systematic excavation was conducted in the Agora, whereas
rescue excavations uncovered a large part of the city and its
cemeteries (1960-1982). From 2002 the archaeological
research of Elis is in progress.

The building remains visible today in the archaeological site
belong to the Roman period; they cover earlier foundations
of the Hellenistic and Classical periods.

MONUMENTS

I.Ancient acropolis. Paliopyrgos or Kaloskopi or Agiannis.

ENGLISH

2. Archaeological Museum.

3. Kiln. Well-preserved circular construction for the firing
(“baking”) of ceramic objects. Characteristic example

of workshop installations in the city and of the inhabitants’
activities (3rd-4th c. AD).

4. Old Archaeological Collection.

5.Theater. In the NE of the Agora. Built around 300 BC,

it hosted performances as well as public gatherings. It has

a stone stage, a circular orchestra and an earthen auditorium
(cavea) without horizontal sections. It was repaired

in Roman times.

6.Agora. It includes the remains of the double Corcyran

stoa and the Stoa of the Hellanodikai, mentioned by Pausanias.
A complex of buildings of a primarily cult character was also
revealed. It was built on a level area with Prehistoric remains,
and was employed through successive phases from the 5th c.
BC to the Roman period. Four ceramic kilns belong

to its late habitation phase.

7.Sanctuaries. According to Pausanias, they were founded
in the SE of the Agora.

8. Building of the Muses. Large villa in the SW of the Agora.
A mosaic floor depicting the nine Muses and the labors
of Herakles came from this building.

9. Main city. SW of the Agora. The preserved section of the
Hippodamian urban plan, with remains of shops, workshops,
and bath installations, is dominated by the ruins that may
belong to the temple of Roman emperors (Ist c. AD).

10. Octagon. Impressive building with mosaic floors, marble
revetments, and meticulously constructed baths (3rd c. AD).

In March 2004, the year of the Greek Olympic Games, the new
Elis Archaeological Museum (2) opened its doors to the public.
It hosts representative finds from the city, its cemeteries,

and the wider area. Photographic and archival material

on the history of excavations is displayed in the Old
Archaeological Collection (4).



